
By: Mrs. Klinger 

This year Science teachers at Gateway 

High School were trained on the 

world's largest library of online simula-

tions called Gizmoõs by ExploreLearn-

ing. Teachers were given user names 

and passwords to log on to the system 

and were able to choose from a variety 

of Science topics. In this particular les-

son called òCell Structure,ó students 

select sample cells from a plant or ani-

mal and place the cells on a microscope 

to look inside the cells. Information 

about their com-

mon structures is 

provided, (and the 

structures are 

highlighted); but 

students must 

move the micro-

scope slide to find 

all the different 

structures. 

 

By: Mrs. Klinger 

On April  6th, 2010 , Mr. Ruaneõs 

Sports and Entertainment Market-

ing and Management Classes  

participated in a video conference 

with the Pro Football Hall of Fame 

in Canton Ohio.  During the pres-

entation, students learned about 

football related careers, career 

opportunities that reflect studentsõ 

interests, abilities, and personali-

ties, and various sources of career 

information.   
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T E C H  G A Z E T T E  

By: Ms. Scott 

 

Students from the German classes at GMS and GHS read the autobiography of Eva 

Schloss. Eva is a Holocaust survivor and the step sister of Anne Frank.  The stu-

dents then had the opportunity to interview Eva about her life via videoconfer-

ence.  Eva visited Penn Hills School District, and several other schools, including 

Gateway, were able to participate in the interview using videoconferencing tech-
nology.  Students asked Eva questions about her experiences during the Holocaust 

and wanted to know how those experiences influenced her later life. 

Holocaust Survivor-Video Conference 

Compass Learning at GHS 
By: Mrs. Klinger 

Compass Learning, a web-based program for enhancing student per-

formance was purchased for Gateway High School students.  Compass is 

a research-based curriculum that is aligned to the standards.  It uses dif-

ferentiated instruction and allows students to go at their own pace.  The 

activities are engaging, and students experience an interactive online en-

vironment.  Compass was used in many Math and English classrooms this 
year to help increase scores on the PSSAs and to supplement the after 

school tutoring program.  Students were even able to log on from home 

to complete their ò individualized pathó on Compass. 

Odyssey TM  

òI think 

education is 

power. I think 

that being able to 

communicate 

with people is 

power. One of 

my main goals on 

the planet is to 

encourage people 

to empower 

themselves .ò 

ñOprah Winfrey  



Kurzweil Training at GHS 

P A G E  3  M A R C I  K L I N G E R  

òInstruction begins 

when you, the 

teacher, learn 

from the learner,  

put yourself in his 

place so that you 

may 

understand...what 

he learns and the 

way he 

understands it.  

ñSoren 

Kierkegaard 

By: Ms. Petruska 

 

The Special Education Departments at Gateway High School and Gateway Middle 

School will now offer Kurzweil 3000, a comprehensive reading, writing, and learn-

ing software program for struggling readers. Once Kurzweil is installed on the 

district network, students will be able to independently access materials for their 

classes.   To clarify with Kurzweil, text books, novels, and internet pages can be 
converted from text to speech allowing struggling readers to work more inde-

pendently in regular education classrooms.  While using Kurzweil to read, the 

students will also have access to online note taking tools which will allow the stu-

dents to interact with the text.  For example, students can actively read using vir-

tual highlighters and can also annotate text and create outlines while reading. 

Along with decoding assistance, Kurzweil will reinforce studentsõ reading fluency 

and writing skills.  For teachers, Kurzweil will simplify the process of having tests 

read aloud.  As long as a test can be uploaded to a computer, Kurzweil can 

òreadó the test to students. 

 

At the beginning of May, a group of high school 

teachers, middle school teachers, and parapro-

fessionals will be trained on the Kurzweil soft-

ware. These teachers will then train the entire 

faculty and staff at Gateway High School and 

Gateway Middle School.  At the high school, one 

student has already had the opportunity to use 

Kurzweil.  With the assistance of Ms. M. 

Petruska, a struggling reader from Ms. Corbettõs 

General 10 English class was able to independ-

ently read the novel To Kill a Mockingbird using 

Kurzweil.  Without Kurzweil, the struggling 

reader may have fallen behind in class and lost 

his motivation to learn.  With the implementa-

tion of Kurzweil into the classroom, Gateway 

School District is enabling students to be inde-

pendent, life long readers. 

Kurzweil Fosters Independence  

for Struggling Readers 

Kurzweil TM  
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òThe mediocre 

teacher tells. The 

good teacher 

explains. The 

superior teacher 

demonstrates. The 

great teacher 

inspires.ó 

ñWilliam Arthur 

Ward 

Career CenterñCareer Cruising 

Students Place 1st in PA High School Computing Fair 

By: Mr. Pottinger 

 

Congratulations to 

three GHS gifted stu-

dentsõ outstanding ac-

complishments at the 

Pennsylvania High 
School Computer Fair 

- Regional Competi-

tion held at the Car-

negie Science Center 

on March 17th. The 

three person team 

representing Gateway 

High School earned 1st 

place in Graphic De-

sign, 2nd Place in Mul-

timedia Presentations, 

Curriculum-Based 

Web Page Design, 
Text-Based Desktop 

Publishing, Information

-Based Web Page De-

sign, and 3rd place in 

Animation and Digital 

Movie. Their 1st place 

finishes in the Graphic 

Design category 

earned them a trip to 

the State Competition 

on May 25th at Dickin-

son College. Good 

luck!!!! 

stop shop that offers 

an Interest Assess-

ment, Skills Assess-

ment, Career Profiles, 

College and Financial 

Aid Information, an 

Electronic Career 

Portfolio and a Re-

sume Builder.  It is a 

great tool for students 

to use whether they 

know their career 

choice or are still try-

ing to decide what 

they may do after they 

accept their diploma.  

Information regarding 

other programs, such 

as enrichment pro-

grams and career 

events is available on 

EdLine under the Ca-

reer Center link. 

 

To access the  

Program, go to 

www.careercruising.com;  

enter gateway as the ID 

and gators as the pass-

word. 

 

By: Mrs. Kemerer 

 

For high school stu-

dents, choosing a ca-

reer is much like driv-

ing down an unfamiliar 

road without a map or 

GPS System! 

Some students know 

early on what they 

would like to do after 

graduation, while oth-

ers are still wondering 

what theyõre going to 

do as they walk down 

the aisle in their cap 

and gown.   

Career Cruising, an 

internet-based explo-

ration tool, can help all 

students make in-

formed choices about 

their postsecondary 

options. It is a one-

T E C H  G A Z E T T E  

PA High School  

Computer Fair TM  

http://www.careercruising.com/


CSI Day At Gateway 
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By: Mrs. Kohler 

Students learned about genetics during the 3rd quarter via a final project entitled CSI: 

Gateway. They have the first day as an in-house field trip to introduce the case, the 

victim(s), the suspects, the crime scene, evidence found at the scene, and to com-

plete half the lab activities for the lab during the first day.  Students from 3 sections 

of honors biology participated this year, and Dawn Caruso was kind enough to let us 

book the library for the entire day to have enough room for all the classes to partici-

pate together for the day. Students then finished the lab over the next 3-4 school 

days during their classes and lab periods. The activities that the students complete 

during this lab include pedigrees of the suspects and their families, karyotypes of 

the suspects/victim, urinalysis, footprint analysis, chromatography, the use of the 

computer software FACES to compose the victimõs face based on descriptions 

given, entomology, and timelines.  They then use this information from the lab ac-

tivities along with information about the suspects which is gathered from faculty 

interviews they hear, and their detective skills to solve the case.  Each group of 

students then presents the findings to the class. They also turn in a portfolio of 

their findings to their teacher; the combination of the groupõs presentation and 

portfolio composes their grade on the project. 

òI hear ,  

and I forget.  

I see,  

and I remember.  

I do,  

and I understand. 

-Chinese Proverb 


