
By: Ms. Escher 

 

For high school juniors, the time to ap-

ply to college rapidly approaches.  Col-

lege-bound students in 11th grade must 

choose appropriate universities, gather 

recommendation letters, request tran-

scripts, and write application essays.  In 

an effort to alleviate some of the stress 

that applying to college brings, I as-

signed students the task of writing a 

college essay with the hope that guid-

ance in this task would lessen their 

anxiety.  When students finished writing and 

revising their essays, they created documen-

taries using their writing as the narration.  

Through the use of Moviemaker, students 

not only incorporated narration, images, 

and photographs, but they also included 

music, video, and slide transitions.  When 

students finished producing their documen-

taries, the class enjoyed viewing one an-

otherõs projects.  Creative and impressive, 

the studentsõ documentaries allowed stu-

dents to begin the application process in an 

engaging and imaginative way. 

By: Mrs. Klinger 

On Friday, May 7th, 2010 students from 

Gateway High Schoolõs The Future is 

Mine and Video Club attended the Digi-

tal Storytelling Workshop at Douglas 

Education Center in Monessen chaper-

oned by Leigh Anne Weiss and myself.  

Students participated in a variety of ac-

tivities in storytelling through the visual 

media. Carl Kurlander, screenwriter 

who wrote St. Elmoõs Fire and dozens of 

television comedies, was the keynote 

speaker at the Digital Media Symposium.  

He gave students pointers about narra-

tive, sound, visual effects, and new tech-

nologies. Others presenters included: 

Martha Rial, a Pulitzer-prize winning   

photographer; Eric Graf, a musician and 

Gateway grad, self-taught sound techni-

cian and founder of Blackberry Studios; 

Tony Báez Milán, a screenwriter and direc-

tor whose credits include Chrysalis, a film 

adaptation of a Ray Bradbury story; and 

Clara Phillips, who works on the Carnegie 

Mellon University CREATE Labõs gigapan 

photography projects. A student stated, "My 

friend and I went on the field trip to the 

Douglas Education Center.  It was a lot of 

fun.  We learned a lot of new stuff about 

digital media." 
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òIf we teach 

today as we 

taught 

yesterday, we 

rob our 

children of 

tomorrow.ó 

-John Dewey 

CyberSurgeons 

Automated (Computerized) Accounting 
By: Mrs. Gianvito 

 

Automated 

(Computerized) Account-

ing is a semester course in 

which students apply ac-

counting knowledge from 

Introduction to Financial 

Accounting to several 

computer applications.  In 

Microsoft Excel, students 

learn how to maintain 

basic accounting records, 

produce financial state-

ments, prepare basic fi-

nancial analyses and inter-

pret basic financial data 

using charts.  The stu-

dents also use Automated 

Accounting 8.1 (a cus-

tomized package created 

by our textbook pub-

lisher) and QuickBooks (a 

commercial accounting 

package used in many 

businesses).  The students 

have an opportunity to see 

how financial records are 

maintained and used in a 

computerized environ-

ment. 

By: Mrs. Raymond 

The Honors Advanced Biology classes solved medical cases as their mercy 

ship traveled up the Amazon River during the CyberSurgeonsõ simulation. The Cy-

berSurgeonsõ simulation is a unique authentic assessment that engages each student 

every minute of the mission. One mission was conducted through a web/ video-

conference hookup from the classroom to the Challenger Learning Center® at the 

Center for Educational Technologies® at Wheeling Jesuit University in Wheeling, 

WV.  Students connected live for 75 minutes with the òchief medical officer,ó 

played by a professional educator.  The second mission participated in experimen-

tal research component to the Cyber program.  This allowed the students to have 

their missions conducted via Avatar and not a "Live" Flight Director. 

To complete either mission, students become part of the fictional   

CyberSurgeonsõ remote trauma unit on a mercy ship. The simulated 

ship is equipped with a high-tech hospital and medical research capa-

bilities, state-of-the-art high-end communications systems, and dedi-

cated satellites to relay information. As they traveled up the Amazon 

River, the teams of students received alerts from research stations 

located in ports along the way. In real time, each team relied on 

their classmates to help diagnose various maladies, order tests, ana-

lyze lab results, and recommend treatments.  

The students used an array of computer tools during the mission, 

including a database that links symptoms, possible conditions, test 

results, and treatment options. These cooperative groups of stu-

dents developed valuable 21st century learning skills through this 

problem-based learning.   

 

T E C H  G A Z E T T E  

CyberSurgeons TM 
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By: Mrs. Peoples 

The Keys2Work Program 

is a career-based, skill-

improvement, and certifi-

cation program that our 

ninth and tenth grade stu-

dents have used.  It is a 
comprehensive approach 

to motivating, achieving, 

and measuring improve-

ment in the basic aca-

demic skills related to job 

and career success.  The 

features of this program 

include having students 

take pretests in skill areas 

such as Reading for Infor-

mation, Applied Mathe-

matics, and Locating Infor-

mation to receive Work-
Keys scores in each area.  

Each student is then able 

to explore careers he/she 

is interested in and see 

what skills and skill levels 

are required for the ca-

reer they are considering. 

After learning the skills 

necessary for the career 

they expressed interest in, 

students can then remedi-

ate and improve their 

skills.  This allows the stu-
dent to set a path for his/

her career knowing what 

skills are necessary for 

them to achieve their 

goals. 

Borroni led the discussion 

100% in Spanish, interact-

ing with the students on a 

variety of themes. Famous 

Spanish artists such as 

Diego Velásquez, El 

Greco, and Pablo Picasso 
were discussed, introduc-

ing the cultural and his-

torical context of their 

lives. It was very exciting 

because many of the paint-

ings presented had been 

seen in person by students 

on the 2008 trip to Spain 

with Mrs. Puhala and of-

fered a preview to stu-

dents traveling this sum-

mer to Spain with Mr. 

Doonan. Overall, it was 
very easy to incorporate 

this program into the up-

per level Spanish classes.  

Hopefully, there will be 

more opportunities to 

video conference in the 

near future! 

By: Mrs. Puhala 

 

On May 12th, over 60 

Spanish IV Honors and AP 

Spanish 5 students were 

treated to a 'virtual field 

trip' to the Cleveland Mu-
seum of Art for a Spanish 

Art presentation. The 

highlight for teachers and 

students both was the na-

tive speaker who con-

ducted the event. Elda 

Cleveland Museum of Art-Spanish Art 

It is important 

to remember 

that 

educational 

software, like 

textbooks, is 

only one tool in 

the learning 

process.  

Neither can be 

a substitute for 

well-trained 

teachers, 

leadership, and 

parental 

involvement.  

-Keith Krueger, 

CEO of CoSn 

Diego Velasquez painting 

The Surrender of Breda 
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òAny Growth 

requires a 

temporary loss 

of security.ó 

ñMadeline 

Hunter 

Advantages of Using Moodle  

in a Biology Classroom 

By: Mrs. Miller 

 

 

 

 Moodle is a Course Management System (CMS), also known as a Learning Manage-

ment System (LMS) or a Virtual Learning Environment (VLE). It is a free web application 

that allows educators to create effective online learning sites. Moodle is utilized in the aca-

demic biology course at Gateway High School. Moodle allows teachers to provide their 

students with all resources for the course in a quick and effective manner.  Ms. Rachel 

Becker and I organize all of our teaching resources into units.  For each unit that we teach, 

we can include video clips/movies, links to important web sites, forum questions, assign-

ment drop boxes, and quizzes/exams. 

    Inserting links and video clips reduces the time that it requires for students to open 

and view resources. 

     Assignment drop boxes allow a student to upload an assignment such as a concept 

map from inspiration or a power point presentation.  The drop box is organized in 

classes making it easy for us to open and grade. In addition, the file transfer option pro-

vides a location for students to save their rough drafts and access their work from 

home or at school without having to use a jump drive. 

     A forum question is a great way to generate an online conversation regarding a 

concept, article, or lab. The forum allows each student to contribute his/her response 

to specific questions that we provide.  The forum provides feedback to other students 

and us. 

     In addition to organizing information and providing feedback, moodle can be util-

ized as a powerful assessment tool.  Quizzes or exams can be created on moodle by 

the teacher generating a question bank for each unit.  We like the exams because they 

provide so many design options.  The quiz design is easy to use and enables a biology 

teacher to insert colorful images of microscope slides, important diagrams, and graphs.  

This allows us to go beyond the typical paper and pencil exam because we can include 

more lab practical questions.   To eliminate cheating, exam questions and answers can 

be shuffled so that each student is having the same questions but in a different se-

quence.  In order to provide remediation, a quiz may be administered in an adaptive 

mode. An additional feature of the moodle quiz includes question analysis.  We can 

view the average scores per class, or we can view the average scores per question.  

The analysis feature allows us to reflect on our teaching methods and improve our in-

struction.  The students like the exams because they are easy to take and provide im-

mediate feedback or scores.  The data enables us and the students to evaluate what 

concepts have been mastered and where the students may need remediation. 

 In the future, moodle will be enhanced by using a new program called Kurzweil.  

This new program reads online text and digital documents.  Kurzweil has the capability of 

reading moodle quizzes and documents.   Kurzweil combined with moodle will provide an 

effective tool for students with learning disabilities and improve their chances for success. 

T E C H  G A Z E T T E  

 


