
By: Mrs. Matcuk 

The students in Room 103 use the com-

puters for several different programs. 

Some of them are learning how to use 

MicroType, a keyboarding software, in 

their Info Tech class. Other students use 

the classroom computers for reading pro-

grams called ñEarobicsò and ñAcademy of 

Reading and Mathò.  We also have a writ-

ing program called ñWriting with Sym-

bolsò that creates a picture for each word 

typed to help with word 

recognition.  In their 

Adapted Music class, they 

go to certain websites to 

listen and experience dif-

ferent types of music and 

instrument sounds.  The 

whole class practices key-

boarding and completing 

job applications on line 

each week. 

By: Mrs. Klinger 

On March 20th, I had the pleasure of 

visiting  Mrs. Cheryl Kohlerõs Biology 

Classroom as her students worked 

on  the òMitosis Animation Movie 

Projectó.  Students were to create a 

short movie using craft supplies, digi-

tal cameras, and Windows Movie 

Maker on the laptop computers.   

The movies were to range between  

2 to 3 minutes long and illustrate the 

changes to a cell during mitosis.   

 

I asked a freshman, òDo you like this 

project?ó He answered, òYes, Itõs fun. 

I like it when we donõt have to do 

work!ó   
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òIf we teach today 

as we taught 

yesterday, we rob 

our children of 

tomorrow.ó 

-John Dewey 

Exchange Students Bridge the Language Barrier with Technology 

Fingerspelling Technology 
By: Mrs. Estremera  

In an effort to align IEP 

goals with Pennsylvania 

State Standards and the 

National Education Tech-

nology Standards, stu-

dents with hearing loss 

are encouraged to use 

technology to complete 

activities to enhance aca-

demic skills while learn-

ing sign language, vocabu-

lary, and speechreading 

skills. During hearing 

support therapy, the stu-

dents used a flipcam to 

take pictures of their 

ASL fingerspelling hand-

shapes to download onto 

the computer and de-

velop their own flash-

cards in Microsoft Word.  

Using the downloaded 

handshapes, the students 

utilize their own finger-

spelled handshapes by 

completing worksheets 

on the computer, playing 

games, and hanging their 

work on the wall. Every 

activity completed incor-

porates vocabulary build-

ing, critical thinking skills, 

technology skills, and 

sign language skills, eve-

rything a student with 

hearing loss will need in 

the future to be success-

ful. 

skilled in mathematics, so 

they can often pick up lesson    

materials by common 

òlanguage.ó Many of the word 

problems we use in Aca-

demic Physics are  presented 

in everyday vernacular, so 

the translator covers much of 

the material.  Laboratory 

investigations offer more of 

an obstacle since they tend 

to be more technically 

worded. 

To further assist them, I was 

able to secure a Vernier 

Physics Lab Book translated 

into simplified Chinese.   

By: Mr. Stevens 

Gateway High School is hon-

ored to have two Foreign 

Exchange students from 

China.  They are from Kun-

ming, China and have been in 

our country since the middle 

of October 2009.  Since they 

are exchange students, they 

are not privy to the ESL pro-

gram offered to resident stu-

dents, so their comprehension 

of the course work is assisted 

by their electronic translators.  

Unfortunately, these techno-

logical aids are geared more 

toward common language 

interactions and not specific 

to some subject areas such as 

Physics.   

The two students are well 
Physics  

Lab  

in  

Chinese 

T E C H  G A Z E T T E  
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By: Mrs. Klinger 

Students in the AIM program 

at Gateway High School 

were given the opportunity 

of taking a Cutting Edge Sci-

ence course called Introduc-

tion to Energy Series 

through the online provider 

Lincoln Interactive this se-

mester.  The course ex-

plores a variety of exciting 

scientific advancements being 

developed at Americaõs topic 

scientific labs.  Multimedia 

tools such as simulations, 

videos, and digital labs are 

used.  As part of the course, 

on Friday, March 26th  at 6:00 

pm,  students talked with Dr. 

Dean Peterson of Los Alamos 

National Lab.  He spoke pri-

marily on the concept of su-

perconductors.   

is that they create a business 

and develop a business plan 

from start to finish.  

The students create a busi-

ness card, flyer, letterhead, 

brochure, ad, mail merge 

document, etc. using Micro-

soft Word for this business.  

Financial statements and 

By: Mrs. Campbell 

Seniors have the opportunity 

to take Honors Entrepre-

neurship, taught by Mrs. 

Campbell, if they have had 

other business classes and a 

business education teacher 

recommendation.  A       

requirement for this course 

budgets are created for 

this business using  

Excel.  The final plan is 

then presented to the 

class electronically in the 

form of a Powerpoint  

Presentation or a  

Web Page. 

times, this may seem like an 

insurmountable task; how-

ever, instructional technol-

ogy has made motivating re-

luctant readers possible.  

Technology in the reading 

classroom has allowed stu-

dents to independently prac-

tice their reading fluency and 

comprehension skills while 

receiving individualized feed-

back.  The instructional soft-

ware adapts to studentsõ 

strengths and needs and pro-

vides daily practice to increase 

student reading levels.  Utiliz-

ing instructional software also 

provides the reading teacher 

time to work on addi-

tional reading skills 

with small groups of 

students. At Gateway, 

technology has helped 

to motivate reluctant 

learners. 

By: Ms. Petruska & Ms. Petruska 

For struggling learners, the 

inability to read and write 

results in frustration, failure, 

and unwillingness to try any 

task that involves reading or 

writing.  As a result, teachers 

of reluctant readers have the 

challenge of engaging their 

students in daily activities that 

will not only motivate them, 

but also help facilitate reading 

and writing skill growth.  At 

Motivating Reluctant Learners 

Students Create Business Plans with Technology! 

Honors 

Entrepreneurship 

It is important to 

remember that 

educational 

software, like 

textbooks, is only 

one tool in the 

learning process.  

Neither can be a 

substitute for well -

trained teachers, 

leadership, and 

parental 

involvement.  

-Keith Krueger, 

CEO of CoSn 

Classroom Online TM 
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Every student can 

learn, just not on 

the same day, or 

the same way.  

ñGeorge Evans 

Academic  

English  

Presentations 

United Streaming-Social Studies 

Promethean Boards Put To Use 

The Birth of a Salesman 
By: Mr. Randolph 

In order to understand the 

power of propaganda, stu-

dents in Mr. Randolph's 

Academic English Eleven 

classes were given the task 

of creating and marketing 

a new product. After 

studying types of propa-

ganda and developing an 

idea for a marketable pro-

ject, students were re-

sponsible for creating five 

advertisements that con-

tained different types of 

propaganda, a persuasive 

text that would sell their 

product to consumers, 

and a memorable jingle 

that demonstrated an un-

derstanding of poetic de-

vices and figurative lan-

guage. Displaying their 

creativity and vision, the 

students created and de-

signed advertisements us-

ing a variety of mediums: 

some students recorded 

jingles and radio advertise-

ments using Audacity, 

some students created 

and edited video adver-

tisements and infomercials 

using Movie Maker, and 

some students designed 

and posted their own web-

sites to sell their product 

using Dreamweaver.  As a 

culminating activity, stu-

dents pitched their product 

to their peers in a formal 

presentation as classmates 

attempted to correctly 

identify which type(s) of 

propaganda had been used 

in each particular advertise-

ment. 

lessons.  I believe students 

benefit more from having the 

general information in front of 

them allowing more time for 

them to listen to my further 

explanations and write down 

the added, important details.  

The notes provided are incom-

plete; therefore, students must 

fill in information and work 
through the math problems.  

Eliminating the tedious note-

taking time has also given my 

students more time to work in 

By: Mrs. Marx 
After a brief training using the 

Promethean Board, I quickly 

began exploring the program on 

my own in order to write les-

sons for my students.  Since I 

teach Geometry, I found the 

technology to be a helpful assis-

tant to my teaching.  The accu-

rate drawings and figures gave 

the students a much better rep-
resentative of the concepts.  This 

year, I decided to make each 

student a booklet of the yearõs 

cooperative learning groups or 

teams, which is one aspect of 

the Power Teaching training 

that I attend throughout the 

year. 

sent specific material from 

the chapter to their 

peers.  Students are re-

quired to use power point 

and Discovery Learning 

(United Streaming) to 

incorporate video clips 

within their presenta-

tions.  The content in-

cludes Monarchs, No-

bles, and the Church, the 

Holy Roman Empire, the 

Crusades, Learning and 

Culture in Medieval 

Times, and the Black 

Death. 

By: Ms. Lackner 

 

Miss Lackner's Academic 

Global Connections 

classes are currently 

studying the High Middle 

Ages.  In order to pro-

mote cooperative learn-

ing, Ms. Lackner devel-

oped a group project that 

requires students to pre-

T E C H  G A Z E T T E  

Discovery Education TM 
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By: Mrs. Klinger 

The most satisfying part of 

my job is being in classrooms 

and watching students enjoy 

the given assignment.  Mrs. 

Puhala exemplifies the 

proper use of technology by 

giving students in her Spanish 

IV class clear expectations.  

For the particular lesson I 

viewed, Mrs. Puhala asked 

students to create a digital 

slide show focused on healthy 

eating using PhotoStory.  

Once completed, the stories 

were uploaded to iPods for 

everyone in the class to view.  

Two students,  , created pro-

jects that were then submit-

ted to the Pennsylvania De-

partment of Education for 

their request of Standards 

Alignment Systemsõ Exem-

plars!  
              

their dietary results.  The 

students then analyze their 

data and make suggestions 

for healthier choices.  The 

Child Development classes 

plan a one-day meal plan for 

a woman who is pregnant 

using the RDA. Then, they 

enter this menu into Food-

Works, and the software    

By: Mrs. Van Orden 

The Family and Consumer 

Sciences Department uses 

nutrient analysis software 

called FoodWorks in two dif-

ferent areas.  The Foods and 

Nutrition classes enter what 

they have actually eaten for a 

complete day, and the pro-

gram will print a report on 

generates the results.  

The students will evaluate 

the outcome and can fur-

ther refine the menu rec-

ommendations for the 

womanõs pregnancy diet. 

 

 

1. http://blabberize.com         This site involves making a picture talk:  

you record your voice and then it gives the picture a mouth and plays  

what you said. ñMs. Becker  

 

2.  http://goanimate.com         Most options are free on this site; it  

allows you to create animations very simply with different characters,  

settings, animations, and "balloons" for typing in what they would say. ñMs. Becker  

 

3. http://puzzlemaker.discoveryeducation.com/  This site is a great resource for making 

puzzles (mazes, crosswords, word searches, etc.) . ñ Mrs. Klinger  

 

4.  www.prometheanplanet.com   This .com offers more than just flipcharts. Try searching 

for "resource packs" or completing the online tutorial videos.  ñMrs. Klinger  

Favorite Teacher Websites 

Working with FoodWorks 

They may 

forget what 

you said, but 

they will never 

forget how you 

made them 

feel.ó 

ñAnonymous 

FoodWorks TM 

http://blabberize.com
http://goanimate.com
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Headsets, Microphones, and More 

The Use of GarageBand in Music 
By: Mr. Read 

This semesterõs class of Music Technology has made new advances in the use of our 
new Music Tech Lab!   Through the use of GarageBand, the students have been en-

gaged in creating original soundtracks, utilizing the many features of the GarageBand 
program.   By editing various loops, the students are learning how to create original 

material that can compliment product commercials, family vacation videos, and video 
productions. 

 
After completing the production of podcasts that were relative to their summer va-
cations or present-day news items, the students moved into creating original sound-

tracks depicting òA Morning Walk on the Beachó, òA Walk through the Airportó, 
òTen Minutes in the Jungleó, and òTake-off to the Space Shuttleó.   By manipulating 

various sound effects and loops, the students were able to create some outstanding 
soundtracks, truly depicting the established objectives.   

 
Presently, the students are working on a project entitled òNew Clothes for an Old 

Tuneó.   Each student will select a composition from the Baroque or Classical Period 
of Music.   Once the piece is downloaded and placed into the GarageBand project, 

they will edit and manipulate the various tracks to arrange their own unique product, 
utilizing the original source material.   Through the completion of this project, the 

students will learn a significant amount about the GarageBand program and the possi-
bilities of creating and arranging their own compositions.   

an original commercial us-

ing Mrs. Strotman's digital 

video camera and various 

editing software, including 

Windows MovieMaker, I-

Movie, and ImageMixer. 

 
All students added a 

voice track to their video 

creation using the head-

set/microphone; They 

also used ImageMixer to 

edit their digital video 

By: Mrs. Strotman 

 
In preparation for their 

propaganda speeches, Mrs. 

Strotman's public speaking 

class created commercials 

using a variety of media. 

Students were to assume 

the role of an advertising 

executive presenting a 

commercial concept to 

business owners. In addi-

tion, students had to create 

and  MovieMaker to create 

their commercials with still 

images. 

T E C H  G A Z E T T E  
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